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Chapter 7: Cumulative Effects 

This chapter describes cumulative effects expected to be associated with the 
proposed SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project. The 
Final Indirect and Cumulative Effects Discipline Report (included in 
Attachment 7) details analytical methods and other past, present, and reasonably 
foreseeable future actions that could add to or interact with the direct and indirect 
effects of the project (discussed in Chapters 5 and 6) to produce cumulative 
effects. WSDOT does not mitigate cumulative effects because it does not have 
jurisdiction over the many non-WSDOT projects that contribute to them (WSDOT 
et al. 2008). However, WSDOT is required to disclose cumulative effects and to 
suggest practical mitigation options that could be taken by the responsible 
parties. Consequently, this chapter suggests ways that public agencies and 
private developers beyond WSDOT’s jurisdictional responsibilities could mitigate 
cumulative effects. For more information, see the Final Indirect and Cumulative 
Effects Discipline Report. 

7.1 What are cumulative effects? 

Cumulative effects (also called cumulative impacts) are defined as follows: 

... the impact on the environment which results from the 
incremental impact of the action when added to other past, 
present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of 
what agency (federal or nonfederal) or person undertakes such 
other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually 
minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period 
of time. (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1508.7) 

A cumulative effect is the project’s direct and indirect effects on a particular 
resource combined with the past, present, and future effects of other 
human activities on that same resource. The result is the expected future 
condition of the resource when all of the external factors known or likely to 
affect it are taken into account. 
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